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  • Regulatory requirements have driven Americas Products (AP) to 
modify the Confined Space Entry (CSE) Safe Work Practice 
(SWP). 

 
• Additional definitions and expectations within the SWP will require 

the computer-based training (CBT) to be significantly modified. In 
turn, this will require all assigned personnel to complete the CBT 
before the next 3-year refresher cycle. 

 
• Significant changes and additions will be discussed; however, 

please take time to read the entire CSE SWP. 
 
• Provide any content or operational questions to your safety 

representative. 

Confined Space Entry SWP Update 

https://collab001-hou.sp.chevron.net/sites/gdGMOE/SWPOut/Public%20Documents/ESH%20513%20AP%20Confined%20Space%20Entry%20SWP.docx
https://collab001-hou.sp.chevron.net/sites/gdGMOE/SWPOut/Public%20Documents/ESH%20513%20AP%20Confined%20Space%20Entry%20SWP.docx
https://collab001-hou.sp.chevron.net/sites/gdGMOE/SWPOut/Public%20Documents/ESH%20513%20AP%20Confined%20Space%20Entry%20SWP.docx
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What’s New for Content 

• If a door sheet is cut into a tank with a minimum dimension of 4’ X 4’ and 
there are no impedances at the opening, the space may be considered a 
non permit required confined space. Gas testing will still be required. 
 

• The maximum LEL allowed in a confined space is 4%. Initial entry will read 
0% LEL. 
 

• Additional gas testing is required for all gasoline and diesel tanks to include 
total hydrocarbon and benzene if any total hydrocarbon reading is detected. 
 

• At no time will persons be allowed to enter a confined space when there is 
standing flammable liquid present. This does not include puddles of water 
with a sheen on top. 
 

• At no time will Oxygen/Acetylene tanks be allowed in a Confined Space. If 
used, torches must be removed and cylinders isolated whenever entrants 
leave the space. 
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What’s New for Content: Rescue Services 
Whenever work is occurring within a confined space, adequate rescue services need to be 
identified and confirmed. The Rescue Plan Form will help capture requirements for the Authorized 
Entrants and level of rescue. Listed below are two examples of common AP CSE activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• This is to comply with regulatory requirements. It is recommended to contact the emergency response 

agency early to discuss this case and obtain early endorsement.  Many jurisdictions have programs in 
place to address this like Portland, OR and Los Angeles, CA. OE/HES Specialists are available to 
advise and assist as needed in pre-discussions. 

• When a terminal shares a property line with a refinery, the refinery rescue team may be considered “on 
site.” Involvement with the appropriate “rescue team leader” is still required. 

1. Tank cleaning, painting or welding (activities that can alter the environment within the 
confined space) are occurring 
 
 • On site rescue services are required as the space atmosphere could be compromised. The 
number of rescue technicians will vary depending on the amount of work, whether or not there 
is work at height, large impedances and abilities of other Authorized Entrants. In many cases, 
this may be one person. OE/HES Specialists are available to advise. 

  

2. Tank inspection only after the tank has been cleaned and gas testing by a Qualified Gas Tester 
has determined there are no residual hazards within (e.g.; total hydrocarbon, benzene, 
ethanol) that could cause the space to be compromised 
 

• If available, off site rescue services can be used. Communication and approval by signature is 
required before the CSE can occur. OE/HES Specialists can advise. 
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CSE Permit Package 

The CSE Permit Package requirements have increased. Additional forms are required to be 
with the package. Design of these new forms allows ease of use and to facilitate a more 
efficient process, a CSE form package has been created and is posted on SharePoint. 
 
The new forms are: 

• Confined Space Entry Rescue Plan Form 
• Confined Space Entry Contingency Plan Form 
• Confined Space Entry Essentials Checklist 

 
Additional forms for Gas Testing for Total Hydrocarbon/Benzene (used after a tank has been 
cleaned): 

• ESH 513b Tank Cone Roof Gas Test Form  
• ESH 513c Tank Floating Roof Gas Test Form  

 

The minimum forms required for a Permit required Confined Space Entry are: 
• Confined Space Entry Form 
• Confined Space Entry Rescue Plan Form NEW! 
• Confined Space Entry Contingency Plan Form NEW! 
• Confined Space Entry Essentials Checklist NEW! 

https://collab001-hou.sp.chevron.net/sites/gdGMOE/SWPOut/Public%20Documents/ESH%20513a%20AP%20Confined%20Space%20Entry%20Permit%20Support%20Package.docx
https://collab001-hou.sp.chevron.net/sites/gdGMOE/SWPOut/Public%20Documents/ESH%20513b%20AP%20Tank%20Cone%20Roof%20Gas%20Testing%20Form.docx
https://collab001-hou.sp.chevron.net/sites/gdGMOE/SWPOut/Public%20Documents/ESH%20513c%20AP%20Tank%20Floating%20Roof%20Gas%20Testing%20Form.docx
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CSE Rescue Plan 
• The CSE Rescue Plan must be approved 

by the CSE Rescue Team Lead. 

If vertical entry, retrieval will be 
external 
Consult Rescue Team Lead for 
anchors, and pre-rigging 

Many CSE’s will not require this 

Regulations require an entrant to 
wear a harness and be tethered 
on a retrieval line.  This can be 
waived by a qualified rescue team 
lead, (due to impedances and 
multiple workers the retrieval line 
can be waived however, the 
harness will likely be mandated. 

Additional comments as needed 

Signature and legible printed 
name of person preparing 
document 

Legible name and signature of 
Rescue Supervisor 
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Contingency Plan 

• This form has been pre-populated 
and does not require additional 
completion. 
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Essentials Checklist 

 
 
 

• This form is to be initiated 
(validated/verified and revised 
as necessary) whenever 
conditions change within the 
CSE (e.g., cleaning, welding, 
painting, inspection) 
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Example of a Gas Testing & Visual Inspection Form 
After the space has been cleaned and all known chemical hazards have been removed, this form must be 

completed by a Qualified Gas Tester before respiratory protection equipment (RPE) can be reduced or eliminated. 

• ESH 513b Tank Cone Roof Gas Test Form  
• ESH 513c Tank Floating Roof Gas Test Form 

https://collab001-hou.sp.chevron.net/sites/gdGMOE/SWPOut/Public%20Documents/ESH%20513b%20AP%20Tank%20Cone%20Roof%20Gas%20Testing%20Form.docx
https://collab001-hou.sp.chevron.net/sites/gdGMOE/SWPOut/Public%20Documents/ESH%20513c%20AP%20Tank%20Floating%20Roof%20Gas%20Testing%20Form.docx
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Before Performing a Confined Space Entry 
Check the Following 

Prior to each and every 
step – assess, analyze 
and act! 

• The space has been properly 
isolated 

 
• The hazards been identified and 

mitigations in place 
 
• Proper ventilation for the type of 

work is in place 
 
• The Rescue Plan has been 

reviewed and signed by the 
Qualified Rescue Team Leader 

 
• Required Gas Testing by a Qualified 

Gas Tester has been performed 
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Questions?  Contact your local HES 
Specialist (TESH/RESH) or Safety Specialist. 

Prevent Injury 

• Know the hazards and dangers of the job to be 
done. 

 
• Plan your work activities. Remember to refer to 

the Preventing Serious Injury and Fatalities 
Field Guide when planning work. 

 
• Use LPSA and JLAs. What’s the worst thing that 

can happen? Mitigate or eliminate as many 
hazards as possible before starting work. 
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